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MEETING INFORMATION 

Purpose 

 Continue in-depth topical discussions with exploration of the Built Environment and Economic 

Vitality  

Attendance

 Mary Fertakis 

 Mayor Haggerton 

 Mike Hansen 

 Joan Hernandez 

 Kathy Hougardy 

 Sharon Mann 

 Jenny McCoy 

 Bryan Nelson 

 Todd Pielzch 

 Deborah Salas 

 Charanpreet Samra 

 David Shumate 

 Jerry Thornton 

 Sarah Vallieu 

 Lynn Wallace 

 Mike West

ITEM 1: WELCOME, AGENDA OVERVIEW, & PROGRESS UPDATE 

 Joyce Trantina gave an update on project progress. 

 Brian Murphy from BERK reviewed the agenda and objectives for the meeting. 

 Dawn Couch shared a quick update on ongoing community engagement efforts. 

 Draft Vision Statements were collected from Committee members for use later in the project. 

ITEM 2: TOPICAL DISCUSSION: THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT  

 BERK facilitated a brainstorming session around the Built Environment category, presenting 

challenge and vision statements, as well as potential strategies, around the following topics: 

 Neighborhood amenities 

 Physical appearance of residential and commercial areas 

 Housing availability at varying price points 

 Bike and pedestrian routes 

 Historic and natural resources 
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 Committee members used Post-It notes to annotate, edit, and add to initial challenge and vision 

statements, as well as potential strategies to address each of the above topics. This detailed input 

will be summarized in draft strategies brought back to the Committee for discussion at a future 

meeting. 

 More significant decision points made by the Committee include: 

 The physical appearance of the community is a key factor that will affect livability, public 

safety, and continued investment by residents and business owners. Sidewalks and street 

trees are essential for creating desirable neighborhoods and help catalyze revitalization. Bike 

and pedestrian friendly streets are a priority, enabling movement around the City and 

increasing activity.  

 Quality housing stock is desired at all price points, for both renters and home buyers. 

 Investment in the City’s residential and business areas should be balanced.  

ITEM 3: TOPICAL DISCUSSION: ECONOMIC VITALITY   

 The Committee then discussed the following topics related to economic development: 

 Engagement between the City and businesses 

 Clear economic development vision and goals 

 Retail strategy 

 Impact of floodplain  

 Vacant and unmaintained business properties 

 Vision for TIB as a business district 

 Employment opportunities for Tukwila residents 

 More significant decision points made by the Committee include: 

 The City can do a lot to strengthen its relationship with businesses, both large and small. This 

engagement can be beneficial for businesses and for the community more broadly. It is 

important that residents understand that investment in the City’s economy supports the City’s 

ability to provide quality services. Engaged business partners can contribute importantly to 

Tukwila’s schools and other aspects of the community. 

 Clear understanding of the real implications of the floodplain is critical. 

 The City’s economic development goals for retail and other sectors should be better 

articulated and communicated.  

 Community partnerships and referrals are the best vehicles to promoting employment 

opportunities for City residents.  

ITEM 3: ROUNDTABLE COMMENTS 

The following closing comments were shared by Steering Committee members: 

 Please submit your comments for the vision/mission via email. 
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 I took in a lot of information. It is interesting as you drive down into the tactical things. There are 

opportunities to bring in the business community. 

 Emphasize location as an asset, it is a key reason people will want to live here. Access to city 

government, encourage employees that work her to participate. I don’t think people understand 

the huge investments the City has made to improve its visual appearance. There is more work to 

do, but many investments have been made. 

 There is a lot talk about investments—it cannot all come from the City. There needs to be a way 

to incentivize others to make investments. 

 Along similar lines,…we need to collaborate on efforts. Some policies of other institutions natively 

effect our schools. Beyond the realm of services, looking at regional partners about how to 

collaborate. Looking at our own policies to see if they support collaboration. 

 Diversity may be an advantage for business development along TIB, but do not assume what the 

City wants would match what the local customers find appealing. 

 In terms of regional collaboration, look at the strategies for opportunities. 

 I agree with both…TIB now has lots of cultural restaurants, look for ways to branch off those. 

Branding would be a great thing. 

 We have a long way to go before gentrification is really a concern. We need more enforcement 

and clean up of the City first. Invest in visual appearance. 

 More than just the visual things need to be done. If you have motels and other sources of crime, 

you are not going to have business want to come in regardless of what the sidewalks look like. 

 The comments are coming at all levels, on the flood issues, when the sand bags come down 

celebrate it! Have the parks department run a fun walk to celebrate. 

 I like the comment about root causes—thinking outside of our siloes is necessary, these issues will 

take all of us. 

 There are really unique and exception opportunities. TIB will be “best” neighborhood in the 

future. It’s got some great bones—we just need to take it to the next step. Keep the dialogue 

going—that consensus will build memento but it will take some time, just hang with it. 


