Tukwila Tree and Environment Advisory Committee
Meeting Notes

Meeting 9, May 8, 2013

Committee Members in Attendance: Sean Albert, Nancy Eklund, Christian Faltenberger, Sharon
Mann, De’Sean Quinn, Don Scanlon, Heidi Watters, Kathleen Wilson

Committee Members Absent: Stephen Reilly

Members of the Public in Attendance: None

Staff in Attendance:  Carol Lumb, Sandra Whiting, Nora Gierloff

The meeting began at 5:35 p.m.

Topics of Discussion:

1. Welcome to Committee members and visitors.

2. Public comment: (Time is set aside at the beginning of each meeting for brief public comments; the
Committee is meeting in work session format, therefore, questions or comments from the public that

come up during the course of the meeting should be directed to staff via e-mail or telephone calls
after the meeting. These communications will be passed along to the Committee)

No members of the public were in attendance.

3. Check-in with Committee members: The committee discussed the May 6, 2013 letter from Mr. Daryl
Tapio, the March 12, 2013 letter from him that was attached (distributed via e-mail to the Committee
on March 12" and hard copies at the March 13" Advisory Committee meeting) as follows

e The Committee discussed issues raised in the letters and the approach that members have been
using to consider a variety of viewpoints when providing input to staff regarding goals and
policies. In addition, the Committee discussed its role: to provide “big picture” direction for the
City and not to write regulations, while recognizing that there will be considerable opportunity
for additional public input as the revisions to this element of the Comprehensive Plan move
forward through the approval process. The Committee has tried to balance competing demands
between increasing residential density and preserving treesAs an example, the proposed policy
on tree removal on any undeveloped residential parcel is not saying that trees can’t ever be
removed from vacant parcels, rather that tree removal should be postponed until there is a plan
for development so staff can work with the developer on site lay-out to see if healthy trees can
be preserved, while still accommodating the proposed number of lots/homes

e The Committee discussed the role of code enforcement and due process procedures in
enforcing any new regulations that result from adopted goals/policies and the need to recognize
that the City has limited resources. Nonetheless, it was agreed that the goals and policies are
important to give the City direction, to let decision makers know what the Committee thinks is
important and to identify the need for additional resources for implementing the new policies.
The Committee discussed the City’s budget planning process with input from staff.
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e The Committee also discussed the timing and process for adoption of the goals and policies, and
implementation through new programs and changes to regulations. Adoption of the goals and
policies will go to the Planning Commission in June and from there to the City Council for
adoption this year. Staff pointed out that not every new policy will be immediately
implemented, but instead will be implemented over time, as staff time and budget are available.
Staff informed the Committee that modifications to regulations would be scheduled for next
year, and that the Committee would be invited to advise on the regulatory changes.

After a lengthy discussion, the Committee agreed that their mission is to develop goals and policies and
that these are aspirational in nature — and that they had balanced a variety of viewpoints in their review.
The job of the elected officials, once goals and policies are adopted, is to steer the ship in the direction
set by these policies with incremental “course corrections” taking place over time.

4. Housekeeping:
e This was deferred to the end of the meeting.

5. Urban Forestry Goals and Policies — conclude discussion

The Committee discussed and reached consensus the following:
a. Goall: No changes

b. Goal 2: The committee suggested the following modifications to the policies and
implementation strategies:

e Keep the proposed increases in canopy coverage discussed at previous meetings and
create two tree canopy goal categories for industrial — light and heavy industrial to
recognize the different character of heavy industrial uses from light industrial.

e The Committee also directed that the public right of way be targeted for increases in
tree canopy and that a percentage tree canopy goal for these areas be established in the
future.

e The Committee suggested that it would be helpful to distinguish between parking lot
types in industrial areas for determining landscaping requirements such as
differentiating between employee parking areas and those with the need for large truck
movement —i.e. — a large manufacturing type parking lot vs. a light industrial
warehouse parking lot.

e Adjustments were made to the wording of polices 1b, 4, 5, 6,

e Regarding Policy 5, Committee consensus was that it is too onerous to require an ISA
certified arborist to be on site every time there is work in the root zone of a tree and
that this requirement should be on a case-by-case basis. Also, contractors should be
required to put up fencing to exclude work from an established root zone around a tree
that is being retained and protected. Staff indicated that the need for a certified
arborist most likely would be important when an underground utility is being installed
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that cannot avoid the critical root zone. A certified arborist could ensure that
installation was done in such a way as to minimize damage to tree roots. ; The
Committee pointed out that requiring certified arborists demonstrates that the City
wants properly trained people working on trees, and turned to the proposed policy
under Goal 3 regarding minimum qualifications for tree companies through the business
license process. The Committee discussed what criteria or type of certification might be
required and recommended development of specifications to enclose with the business
license. The Committee also recommended looking at other cities’ procedures, such as
Seattle’s

Goal 3
e Revisions were made to the wording of policies 2 and 6.
Implementation Strategies
e The Committee reviewed the proposed Implementation Strategies and made revisions.

The Committee returned to the Natural Environment goals and policies to conclude review and
revisions. The Committee discussed and reached consensus the following:

e Environmental Quality and Stewardship: Revise Policy 4.2.3 and two of the Implementation
Strategies ( bullets #7 and 10);

e Water Resources: Revise Policies 4.6.2 and 4.6.5 and Implementation Strategy bullet # 3

e Water Quality/Quantity: Revise Policy 4.7.4; and Policies 4.8.1, 4.8.2 and 4.8.3 and
Implementation Strategies bullet # 1;

e For the flood control Implementation Strategies, reference the City’s flood plain ordinance
and make sure they don’t conflict with FEMA regulations.

e Earth Resources: revise policy 4.10.2 and Implementation Strategies bullet # 2

7. Housekeeping:

CL

Staff has prepared a summary of the work the Committee has done, with highlights of key

decisions for their use as speaking points or just for reference. It is draft —the Committee was

asked to provide edits to staff. Two suggestions are:

e clarify that the Committee worked on existing and new goals and policies for the
Comprehensive Plan; and

e reference the various informational presentations made to the Committee.

The joint Planning Commission/City Council work session is scheduled for Monday, June 24" —
where the Committee will be present its recommended goals, policies and implementation
strategies. The Committee discussed the organization of the meeting and reached this
consensus:
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o staff will present a summary of the goals and policies;

e representatives of the Committee will speak to specific key issues to explain the nature of
their discussions in arriving at consensus;

e Committee members indicating a willingness to be “presenters” are Christian, Sean, Heidi
and Kathleen at this point.

e The Committee expressed the need to have a meeting prior to the joint meeting to prepare
and it was suggested that this meeting take place on May 29", which was being held open
for a possible final meeting.

8. The meeting closed at 8:55 pm.

9. Action Items for staff follow-up:

a. Staff will prepare a PowerPoint presentation for the June 24™ work session and identify
key issues and talking points for the Committee members to use in their comments at
the meeting on June 24™.

b. The Committee members participating in the presentation will meet on May 29" to go
over the presentation to the Planning Commission and City Council.
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