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Meeting 6, February 27, 2013 
 
Committee Members in Attendance: Sean Albert, Nancy Eklund, Christian Faltenberger, Stephen 
Reilly, De’Sean Quinn, Don Scanlon, Heidi Watters, Kathleen Wilson 
Committee Members Absent: Sharon Mann 
Members of the Public in Attendance: Brooke Alford 
Staff in Attendance: Carol Lumb, Sandra Whiting, Nora Gierloff 
The meeting began at 5:35 p.m. 
 
Topics of Discussion: 
 

1. Welcome to Committee members and visitors.   
 

2. Public comment:  (Time is set aside at the beginning of each meeting for brief public comments;   the 
Committee is meeting in work session format, therefore, questions or comments from the public that 
come up during the course of the meeting should be directed to staff via e-mail or telephone calls 
after the meeting.  These communications will be passed along to the Committee) 
 

No public comments were presented. 
 

3. Check-in with Committee members:  The Chair asked if Committee members have any questions or 
comments from the previous meeting that they wanted to discuss   
 

Open Space:  Since this committee will not directly deal with open space issues in the 
Environment Chapter update due to the update of the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan 
(PROS Plan) there is still an opportunity for the Committee members have input.  Please send 
and comments, questions etc. to Carol, who will ensure that the Parks Department (and/or their 
consultant) will receive it, since either Carol or Nora will be on an internal staff committee for 
the plan update.  Staff will provide a copy of the policies in Word so that the Committee can 
make suggested edits/comments directly in the document. 

 
4. Housekeeping:   

• The Committee approved the meeting notes from the 1-23-13 meeting with no 
corrections/revisions. 

• Reminder that the next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 13, 2013.  
 

 
5. PowerPoint presentation “Current Tukwila Tree Policies and Regulations”. 
 

Sandra Whiting presented information on what the existing Comprehensive Plan goals and policies 
say related to trees and other vegetation, which are all found in Chapter 1 – the Community Image 
chapter.  She also presented a summary of Tukwila’s tree regulations and clarified that the 
presentation focusses on trees in general, and not landscape (meaning trees planted as part of 
approved landscaping plans in conjunction with site development) or street tree regulations.  Those 
regulations will be discussed at a later meeting.  The key points that were discussed follow: 
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a) Are property owners made aware of the presence of sensitive areas on their property and the 
limitations that the sensitive areas regulations and tree regulations place on activities on the 
property?  

 
• Informing such property owners might improve compliance with the regulations.  Staff 

informed the committee that no formal, comprehensive steps have been taken to inform 
property owners, but that this could be a new policy in the Environment Chapter update, if 
the committee so desires.  

 
b) Does the City have policies for requiring tree removal companies to be qualified and have 

insurance?   
 

• Right now the City does not require any evidence of qualifications for private tree removals, 
but that recently the City has started to require that businesses doing work in Tukwila (but 
without an actual office in Tukwila) obtain a business license.  Possibly through this 
mechanism, the City can require proof of insurance, and some sort of qualifications.   

 
• Staff will research how other jurisdictions manage and regulate tree removal companies. 

 
c) How is the removal of hazard trees handled?  What is meant by a certified arborist and how 

anyone can be sure that an arborist is qualified to determine if a tree is hazardous? 
 

• Someone from DCD goes out to see the tree in question and when the hazards are obvious, 
the property owner is allowed to remove the tree without a permit.   

• When hazards are not obvious, the City may require an evaluation by a certified arborist.   
• The City prefers that arborists certified by the International Society of Arborists (ISA) be 

used and that they also have a risk assessment certification process for evaluating trees that 
should be used.   

• There is a list of ISA certified arborists that property owners can access through the ISA 
website  

• The committee suggested that the City’s website could contain a link to that website. 
 

d) There was a great deal of discussion about tree removal on steep slopes and how steep slopes 
are defined in the tree regulations.   

 
• Steep slopes are defined in the Sensitive Areas regulations as any slope over 15%.  Per the 

Tree Regulations, a permit is needed for removal of trees on slopes, except that on single-
family zoned lots, up to 4 trees in a 36 month period may be removed without a permit.   

• The committee pointed out the lack of clarity in the regulation regarding trees on steep 
slopes and the fact that not all steep slopes may be unstable, or that short slopes may not 
be a problem. 

• The Committee recommended better defining “steep slopes” – staff indicated this would be 
reviewed at the next update of the SAO regulations and that the policy for removal of trees 
from steep slopes could be clarified through future modifications to the tree regulations.  

 
e)  How accurate is the steep slope mapping?  
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• The mapping was prepared using aerial photography and that site topography is confirmed 
by an applicant’s surveyor when individual development is proposed.   

• Does the City have the resources to carry out topographical surveys to confirm slopes?  Staff 
replied that such an effort would require a great of City resources and permission from 
private property owners to enter their property for the survey work.   

• Staff noted that under a proposed new policy the City would incorporate topographic data 
from private development proposals into its GIS system.   

 
f) There was discussion about tree protection best management practices and how they are 

verified in the field.  Also, the committee discussed Seattle’s approach to instituting fines for 
tree damage or tree removal without a permit that are based on the monetary value of the tree, 
and that trees meant to be retained on construction sites have placards on them indicating the 
value of each tree (which is an effective measure to promote good practices to protect the tree 
during construction and also to make citizens aware of the value of the tree). 

 
6. PowerPoint presentation on Tree Programs and Regulations in Other Jurisdictions:   

 
Brooke Alford, a Master of Landscape Architecture candidate at the UW presented a PowerPoint 
on a comparison of the urban forestry policies, canopy goals and tree regulations of five 
jurisdictions’ in the Pacific Northwest: Kirkland, Lacey, Renton, Vancouver (WA) and Portland, 
Oregon (note: a copy of this presentation will be emailed to Committee members and will be 
posted on the City’s website.) 

 
The committee asked what the basis was for setting canopy goals in Vancouver WA – was it 
based on planned planting projects, the City’s knowledge of future projects, other?  The criteria 
or information used for goal establishment was not immediately available, but such criteria may 
be relevant for Tukwila’s proposed canopy goals.   

 
The committee commented on the various approaches that other cities use for funding tree 
programs and found it particularly interesting that some cities use funds from stormwater 
utilities, because of the link between the benefits of trees and stormwater management.  It was 
pointed out that something like that might be possible in Tukwila, but that the utility tax 
structure would need to be evaluated.  The committee was interested in one city’s 
establishment of a “trust fund” where fines and other funds related to tree management are 
placed and are dedicated to tree programs.  Seattle has a similar program, but the funds go into 
the City’s general fund and are not directed specifically to tree programs. 

 
Brooke has information on exemplary incentive programs that she will provide to the Committee and 
staff. 
 
The committee requested that the PowerPoint presentation be made into a PDF for posting or emailing 
out to committee members. 
 

7. The meeting closed at 7:45 pm. 
 
8. Action Items for staff follow-up: 
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• Provide Brook Alford’s PowerPoint presentation to the Committee in PDF format (it will 

also be posted on the City’s web site). 
• Add policy to Chapter 4 on periodic notification of property owners on sensitive areas 

on their property – or incorporate into policy/goal on educating Tukwila residents and 
businesses 

• Research how other jurisdictions manage and regulate tree removal companies – 
consider how to incorporate into goals/policies 

• Provide a link to the ISA website from the City’s website for a list of ISA certified 
arborists  

 


