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R703.1 GENERAL. Exterior walls shall provide the building with a weather-resistant exterior wall
envelope. The exterior wall envelope shall include flashing as described in Section R703.8.

The exterior wall envelope shall be designed and constructed in a manner that prevents

the accumulation of water within the wall assembly by providing a water-resistive barrier

behind the exterior veneer as required by Section R703.2 and a means of draining water that enters

the assembly to the exterior. Protection against condensation in the exterior wall assembly shall be provided
in accordance with Section R702.7 of 2012 IRC.

R703.2 WATER-RESISTANT BARRIER. One layer of No. 15 asphalt felt, free from holes and breaks,
complying with ASTM D 226 for Type 1 felt or other approved water-resistive barrier shall be applied over
studs or sheathing of all exterior walls. Such felt or material shall be applied horizontally, with the upper laye}
lapped over the lower layer not less than 2 inches (51 mm). Where joints occur, felt shall be lapped not less
than 6 inches (152 mm). The felt or other approved material shall be continuous to the top of walls and
terminated at penetrations and building appendages in a manner to meet the requirements of the exterior wall
envelope as described in Section R703.1.
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